THE POSTI N G MA ISSUE NO 2 DECEMBER 2025

EDITORIAL: Errol Hatch M‘“ﬁ (Rastinas

Sorry I've been absent these last months and here we are in November already and this is only issue 2. For
that | apologize, it has been a year to forget really as the pressure of business has sort of caught up with me.

With the loss of two business partners due to health and a uncompromising landlord we were forced to
close and re-locate the business mid this year. Fortunately directly behind our old store was a new commer-
cial complex that fitted our needs perfectly and with a very accommodating owner we were able to re-open
after a 2 month closure. Luke (my son) and | are now working to rebuild the business and our devoted cus-
tomer base has supported us. Music stores are like most retailers, diminishing very quickly but we are determined to be
relevant.

In our association circle we have seen the loss of loved members this year and we go into the new year looking forward to a
great reunion, so bring on 2026. There has not been a lot of social media activity either apart from some general posts by
our usual contributors which is always welcome. I’'m a bit lost for conversation so | will let the following pages do the talk-
ing. There WILL be plenty more newsletters before our reunion and if you have something to add please send me through a
message.

WAY BACK (PAST EDITIONS)
FEBRUARY 2000

With over 40 pages of great articles and
photos this edition covered the passing
of LTCDR Don Coxon to the 100th birth-
day of World War 1 Veteran Charles Kil-
lick. Great photos of the 1979 reunion at
HMAS Penguin and there are some very
familiar faces no longer with us.

1966 CERBERUS Band at Cowmonwealth Aircraft Factory -
Knowles, Cc i
Gallagher, Soutar

Fishermens Bend, Viec.

it Ie

These newsletters are really valuable as
those that wrote in had a lot of dit’s to
tell and information about our Branch.

Jim’s efforts to get funding for the Reun-
ion Anzac day march was very telling in
how funds are still to this day distributed
on the whim and not based on honest
requests for assistance. Plenty of photos
with explanations against them also
helps us remember their origins.

The attached photo is one of many in this
edition so have a read. It will be attached
to our newsletter.



PRESIDENTS REPORT

As | stated on the editors page this year has been one to for-
get but with plenty of lights at the end of the tunnel I’'m
looking forward to 2026.

| had the honour to speak on behalf of the association and as
a friend at John Lennon’s funeral and | hope | was able to tell
the congregation how young we were when we joined and
what influences the Band Branch had on us for later years. It
was well turned out and | have a article on the service in the
newsletter.

| also met up with Doug Drysdale and Roger Downton in Sep-
tember and visited the location for the Adelaide reunion in
2026. The Doug and Roger did a lot of ground work and pro-
vided me with plenty of possible locations in Adelaide and
surrounds and possible scenarios of events which | took
onboard. The final choice was based on access to the loca-
tion for members by all means of transport be it caravan, car
or plane. It provided the best value for us to hold our reun-
ion events and accommodation in one spot so | hope you will
take up our invitation to come to Adelaide.

| hope you all have a safe Christmas and | do look forward to
catching up with you in 2026.

Regards,

Errol.

TREASURERS REPORT

Not much to enlighten you from the treasurers desk except
to say that the registration fee for the reunion has been ac-
cepted by those that have sent in their Booking Form and |
thank them for that. | have not started collecting payments
for the reunion yet, that will commence in the new year in
earnest. Our only general association outgoings to date have
been registrations and hosting of our website plus the de-
posit for the venues at the resort for the reunion. We still
have a healthy balance and no unsuspecting bills going for-
ward.

| did mention sometime back that our website has reached
its end of life. What | mean by that is that the software we
use no longer supports the version. It has to date not been of
concern as we do not hold any financial data on the site but
itis becoming an issue if we want to update our site. When
you look at the front page we do get thousands of hits (page
openings) to our newsletters. We have had 3060 hits on our
last entry which was the Adeleide reunion programme since
its release in October.

Other sections within the website are not used much and
require access by your password. | know this part of the
website is quiet as | have not had the usual request to advise
what your password was. The site is well over 15 years old
from its conception so it has done well to last this long.

As | said in the Presidents report have a great Christmas and
safe travels if you are heading off somewhere.

Cheers,

Errol.
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WEBSITE/FACEBOOK/EMAIL UPDATES

Dale Grainger Celebrated his 50th year on the 29th of No-
vember with a presentation by the Director of Music at
HMAS Cerberus. He was presented with a hero board
(Photo’s pf his career in the Band) and a mounted Bugle by
the branch at the Soundwaves concert attended by a capaci-
ty audience.

Congratulations Dale on a significant input to the Navy and
our Band Branch.

NEW MEMBERS

I would like to welcome onboard new members to the asso-
ciation, Peter Grossman , who joined the Band in 1990 and
Linda Gossman (Parsons) who joined in 1988. They are resid-
ing in Adelaide nowadays and will be attending the reunion
next year.

Welcome aboard Peter and Linda and | and other members
look forward to catching up in 2026.

A SHORT DIT From Jim Hawkins

A good friend of mine (who shall remain nameless) was in
the Duntroon Band in the 60's just after the band changed
from brass to concert band where they persuaded several
Navy reed players to help them form part of the woodwind
section, and who himself was just joining the band playing
clarinet and sax.

The two gentlemen auditioning him were from "old school
brass bands" and he said that one of them, a Warrant
Officer, tried to be a smart arse and asked him to play an F
sharp minor scale - one of the most difficult scales on a clari-
net, so he quickly and confidently played an F minor scale
hoping that brass players wouldn't know the difference. They
didn't!

| must admit that | laughed out loud when he told me this
tale recently because | wondered just how many other musi-
cians have done this and gotten away with it.

Have any of our Bandies pulled this trick, because | must
have been too honest (or just didn't think to do it!)

Cheers
Jim
MESSAGE FROM KEITH SEMMLER

Errol

Sorry mate | will no longer be able to attend the reunion next
year as | have Dementia and am unable to travel, thank you
for everything that you have done for me which is great fully
appreciated.

Kind regards,
Keith Semmler.

This was in response to the invitation sent out for the reunion
and it is really telling that we do have many members who
are now unable to travel. Have had plenty of ongoing corre-
spondence with Keith over the years and | wish him well.

Your Editor

ranbandassoc.net



Adelalde 20 2 6 WESTERN AUSTRALIA CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Members of the association in Perth held a long awaited
lunch on the 13th of November at the RAAFA Estate, Bull
Creek. It was well attended and there were some faces |

‘}" have not seen for a long time pictured below. Thanks to Ted

pm Sy
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ADELAIDE 2026 SUMMARY

Here we are the first week of December and we have five
months till the reunion on the 8th of May. Registrations to
date add to a total of 20. That’s including partners so | need
to implore with you if attending to get your booking form in.

There is nothing to pay yet and the accommodation booking
is on the form also. | will be sending that part through to the
resort in the next couple of weeks as they have now opened
the website to take bookings.

From Left: Ali and Ludwig Reitzenstein, Bill Farrell, Peter
Cobb, Charles Galliott and Barry Mann

There has been a 100% take up of the Murray cruise so again
if that is part of your plan get the form in. We need at least
100 attendees to make it a success and cover our commit-
ments with the resort. It should not be hard to achieve with
our member base but we are always nervous to get there.

This is the first time since the Sydney reunion that we have
had accommodation and our events in one location. Most
others have had events at RSL Clubs and accommodation
was external to our events.

I have included the booking form again as part of the news-
letter and | look forward to a flood of responses.........

Your Committee. From Left: John Hayes, Murray Jongeling, Nathan Hicks,

Andy Rourke Brian Horlock and Rohan Mclintyre.

Tait and Bill Farrell for getting it organized.

With a total of 15 attending everybody enjoyed the day and
the company. The winner of the 2025 Lincoln-Trophy was
Carl Harper who unfortunately could not attend the day to
receive the award.

Regards,
Ted Tait.

THE POSTING ranbandassoc.net



VICTORIAN MEMBERS CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Victorian members held their first lunch for the year at the
Frankston RSL on Sunday the 2nd of November which just
happened to be the Melbourne Cup weekend so we were
missing a few members. The turnout was still excellent and
all enjoyed the relaxing day at what is the premier RSL club
in Victoria.

It was unusual for us Victorians not to meet more than once
in a year but we all agreed that this year had passed so fast
we hadn’t missed them.

We were also joined by Len Nurse’s Son John and Daughter
Karen who had joined us on trips to Malaysia with Len in the
past.

ABOVE: These trouble makers are from Left: Carol Post, Sha-
ron Hatch, Elaine and Kevin Hillier.

BELOW: From Left: Karen and John Nurse and Bill Post who

ABOVE: From left is Gail Codling, Les Kent, Mal, Terry and
Lorraine Ekin. BELOW: From top is Mick and Fran Reed up
from lovely Warrnambool, 50 year veteran, Dale Granger
and his daughter.

| After the lunch most adjourned to the Café/lounge for

~ coffee and sweets and a good old chat before heading off.
Thanks to all that attended and | look forward to a earlier
lunch date in 2026.

Terry.

&
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VALE

The association has lost a further 4 members since our last
newsletter., there could have been more that we don’t know
about which is sad.

The names of those no longer with us were,
FRED BREWER JUNE 2025

Fred resided over in WA and was a senior member of our
association. Correspondence from Tony Buddle another sen-
ior member regarding Fred,

“I've just read about Fred Brewer's passing and am deeply
saddened. | served with Fred on the Melbourne and at Wat-
son during the early 60s. He was a very dedicated musician
and a real gentleman and a great friend.

At Watson we formed a wind quartet with Fred on clarinet
Bill (Friday) James on flute, Yogi Souter on bassoon and yours
truly on horn. We had regular ensemble lessons ashore with
William Mac Mahon, an excellent flautist and teacher.

I remember Fred and | trudging in the pouring rain from the
mess to the band store many times. Our joint question was
'Is it bloody worth it?' For me anyway looking back, it most
certainly was.”

Cheers
Tony (Stretch) Buddle

BERT KENNEDY JULY 2025

Blue McNally informed me at John Lennons funeral which
took me by surprise. Spoke to Bert earlier in the year and he
wasn’t travelling too well then but he had the determination
that he wasn’t going yet. | remember Bert well first on HMAS
Sydney and then at Penguin where he on Piano, Wally Hand-
field (Guitar), Mal Codling (Bass) and myself would travel the
country towns of NSW with the Navy Careers van and also
do the odd gig at RSL’s. | do remember our last gig as a group
which was at the Chiefs mess at Penguin.

RIP Bert.

CHRIS MARSHALL SEPTEMBER 2025

Another loss of one of our characters of the Navy Band.
Great Piano man spruiking and playing the instrument. Spent
most of his later years in South East Asia. | still have my
Grade 5 Theory diploma from the school with his name as
the teacher. I’'m sure we spent more time listening to his
songs he was recording at the time with Peter Bauer, Kevin
Ridout and the rest of the little band from Cerberus.

RIP Phoobie.
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JOHN LENNON SEPTEMBER 2025

Johns funeral was held on the 24th of September at the
Lighthouse Church, Bridgeman Downs.

Sharon and | were up pretty early to get to Tullamarine air-
port for a 6.30am flight up to Brisbane for John’s funeral ser-
vice. We met up with Kevin Hillier who was travelling with
us.

Plane boards on time but soon realize that all is not well with
the aircraft as there was a lot of movement from the cockpit.
Sure enough we were advised that we were to disembark
while repairs were actioned.

Kevin just happened to have contacts at the airport (will not
reveal names or position) and with a call or two we were
place on another flight to Brisbane leaving an hour later. In
the meantime the first flights passengers were huddled in
the corner of the very unwelcoming Jetstar terminal waiting
for some word on their flight.

The trio boarded on time and we were welcomed with front
row seats and enjoyed a relaxing flight up to Brisbane. It did
put us under pressure to get to the service on time but once
we had the rental car we arrived with 20 minutes to spare.

There was a very large congregation overall and ex-bandies
numbered 16 (A Fleet Band). | was honoured to represent
the association and Johns navy mates and gave a short histo-
ry of how we grew up in the Navy and the influences it had
on us for future years. John’s Rocus Big Band provided music
throughout the service and played “When the Saints” as the
congregation formed a Guard of Honour.

The wake was held in the Café space beside the church and
was the perfect place to catch up with everybody that
attended. A lunch was served and under the beautiful trees
and shade we all had the chance to share the memories.

We thank Leywah and family for having us.
Errol.

In Loving Memory Of

JOHN KEITH LENNON

14 April 1953 - 12 September 2025

110

FUNERAL SERVICE
2:00 pm | Wednesday 24th September 2025
Lighthouse Bridgeman Downs

ranbandassoc.net



VALE

| think | got everybody who attended on the day, sorry if |
missed anybody.

Blue McNally, Bevan Andrews, Rocky Searle, Guy Scruton,
Paul O’Hara, Ken McCallum, Dubbo Lincoln, Leon Stucas, Jim
Henshaw, John Grainger, Peter Martin, Clive Smith (Not in
hospital), Pat (Tex) Gallagher, Gary Sander, Kevin Hillier and
yours truly.
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Your Executive:

All Editorial to:

Errol Hatch

RAN Band Association.

PO Box 69 Lynbrook. VIC 3975
Mobile: 0400 706 503

Email: admin@ranbandassoc.net

Association Bank Details:

Bank: ANZ
BSB: 013232
Account No: 290164678

Account Name: Royal Australian Navy Band Association.

All Secretary Correspondence:
Roger Downton
Email: admin@ranbandassoc.net

Your Executive.

President:

Errol Hatch
Vice President:
Geoff Bunce
Secretary:
Roger Downton
Treasurer:
Errol Hatch

State Representatives:

NSW: Ralph Daines

VIC: Terry Ekin

QLD: Jeff Mcllroy

SA: Roger Downton
TAS: David Hardstaff
WA: Ted Tait/ Bill Farrell

RAN Veterans Band/Events Manager:
Ralph Daines.

Public Officer
Ralph Daines

Web: www.ranbandassoc.net

THE LAST WORD

| would like to wish all members and their loved ones a won-
derful Christmas and a safe 2026.

We lost more members than we took in through 2025 but
hopefully we can continue to find those that were part of
our lives before we lose more.

The reunion has been on my mind constantly through this
year as each year passes they will be harder for members to
gather and celebrate our branch.

What is the way forward, do we have more frequent social
events in locations that can be frequented by members..
Victorians, Western Australia, Ballina, Brisbane have man-
aged to have a social lunch or meet up this year so they are
possible, It probably is the communication of these that
need to be worked out for future success.

Once the 2026 reunion is in full swin% it would be an oppor-
tune time to canvas reunions generally at the AGM.

Regards,
Errol.
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2026 ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY BAND ASSOCIATION
ADELAIDE REUNION BOOKING FORM

*|f paying by Direct Deposit return this form by email or just advise your requirements
and you will be issued an invoice number for payment into our account

*The association now have credit Card facilities and payments can be made by,

Ringing Errol on 0400 706 503

NAME: PARTNERS NAME

CONTACT NUMBER:

ROOM BOOKINGS FOR THE REUNION (Bookings are through our Booking form only until advised)
IF STAYING AT THE LAKES RESORT HOTEL (Please highlight What style of room you require and when arriving)

Arriving:

Departing

Superior Room (Includes Full Breakfast) $185.00 a Night Please Tick
Executive Spa Suite (Includes Full Breakfast) $235.00 a Night Please Tick

IF STAYING AT A DIFFERENT LOCATION:

ASSOCIATION & EVENT REGISTRATION FEE Number
Association and Reunions administrative expenses

Per head fee $15.00 [ ] Total$
FRIDAY THE 8TH OF MAY Number

MEET & GREET COCKTAIL PARTY, LAKE FRONT BANQUET ROOM, LAKES HOTEL
6.30pm Commencement $39.00 |:| Total §

SATURDAY THE 9th OF MAY
BUS TOURS
7.00am Bus Tour Departs for the Murray River Cruise and Lunch

Per head price $189.00 I:l Total $

10.00am Bus Tour Departs for the Motor Museum Tour and Lunch

Per head price $89.00 l:l Total §

11.00am Port River Cruise departs from Mclaren Wharf

Per head price $89.00 |:| Total §

SUNDAY THE 10th OF MAY
ASSOCIATION AGM

9.30am Association AGM commences
Held in the Brebner Room

ASSOCIATION OFFICIAL LUNCH
12.00pm RANBA Official Reunion Lunch in the Lakes Room

Per head price $69.00 |:| Total $

Special Dietary requirements
For: Special Requirements

Grand Total $

Bank Details: BSB 013232 Account No: 290164678 Bank: ANZ Account Name: Royal Australian Navy Band Association
Postal Address: RAN BAND ASSOCIATION, PO BOX 69. LYNBROOK. VIC 3975
Contact: ERROL: Mobile, 0400 706 503 Email: admin@ranbandassoc.net



